
AESTHETICS IN THE 21ST CENTURY

Lecturer: Tereza Hadravová (and invited guests)

SYLLABUS

The aim of the course is to discuss methods, concepts, and challenges of

the 21st-century aesthetics. It will primarily focus on the concept of

aesthetic appreciation and investigate to what extent it has changed under

pressure of current artistic as well as societal tendencies and changes.

It covers a selection of discussions related to methodological as well

as theoretical issues surrounding the concept. The questions we shall ask

include: What challenges, artistic as well as non-artistic ones, do modify

aesthetic appreciation? Are there any new methods that are being used to

investigate aesthetic appreciation nowadays? And has aesthetics anything

substantial to offer to current research of the human mind? A special

attention will be devoted to some of the empirical methods of exploring

aesthetic appreciation that have been increasingly common in aesthetics

of the current millennium.

The course is divided into two broad parts: (1) Contemporary art and

aesthetic appreciation; (2) Empirical investigation of aesthetic

appreciation. In the first part, we shall look into how aesthetic

appreciation is questioned by contemporary art practices. One of common

descriptions of a recipient’s response to late modern and contemporary

art is the feeling of misunderstanding and/ or outrage, which is due to

the violation of certain expectations the public have regarding the

ontological and epistemological character of the work of art (i.e., what

the work is supposed to be and how it is to be experienced and understood),

the way the work is supposed to be exhibited, as well as the spectator's

attitude and reactions. We will discuss what one can learn from these

reactions about the concept of aesthetic appreciation and whether the

concept itself has evolved in relation to such artistic practices. In the

second part, we shall discuss broader methodological concerns related to

the investigation of aesthetic appreciation, especially in the interface

with empirical or experimental methods.

The course will be partly delivered by guest speakers who will present

promising avenues of research shaping the current philosophical

aesthetics. All lectures and discussions are held in English.The lectures

and well as class discussions will take place online.

Three lectures will be delivered by guest speakers: a curator Tereza

Stejskalová will give a talk (and a guided tour) at biennale "Matter of

Art" (unless the exhibition is being closed or guided tours cancelled),



Elisabeth Schellekens will present and discuss her paper on the aesthetic

value of ideas, and Isidora Stojanovič will talk about her research into

aesthetic adjectives. A detailed schedule of lectures will be provided

at the introductory lecture.

ASSESSMENT

- ACTIVE PARTICIPATION IN CLASS DISCUSSIONS

- QUIZZ

- ESSAY (2000 - 3000 words) - MA students only


